
KEYNOTE SPEAKER 

 Renu Mandhane 
Renu Mandhane is the former 
Executive Director of the 
International Human Rights 
Program at the University of 
Toronto’s Faculty of Law. She has 
a Masters of Law in international 
human rights law from New York 

University, and is a recognized expert.  Renu sits 
on the Canada Committee of Human Rights Watch, 
and has appeared before the Supreme Court of 
Canada and the United Nations.  She has also trained 
Canadian and foreign judges through the National 
Judicial Institute of Canada.  Renu has worked at 
several domestic and international organizations to 
advance women’s human rights, and has represented 
survivors of domestic and sexual violence and 
federally sentenced prisoners.  

Renu was appointed Chief Commissioner of the 
Ontario Human Rights Commission in October 2015.

GUEST SPEAKER 

 Syed Hussan
Syed Hussan – Organizes with 
Migrant Workers Alliance for 
Change (MWAC).  It is Canada’s 
largest migrant workers’ rights 
coalition for justice and status 
for migrant workers, grassroots 
organizations, unions, faith groups, 

activists and researchers that have come together to 
fight for justice and dignity for migrant worker.  

He also organizes with No One Is Illegal, a grassroots 
migrant justice organization that strives to build a 
strong community organization of racialized migrants 
and allies that struggle for dignity and the freedom 
to move, return and stay of movement for all people 
everywhere.  

 

PERFORMANCE ARTIST 

Mohammad Ali  
Aumeer  
Born in Mauritius, raised in 
Canada, Mohammad Ali is one 
man who’s been forced to walk 
two directions - as an artist 
and as an activist.  Whether 
in the studio or in the picket 

lines, Mohammad blends the raw energy that made 
Hip-Hop the global cultural force that it is, with a rock 
solid commitment to grassroots social justice activism.  
Moving labour & human rights struggles beyond the 
‘acoustic guitar’ and onto something original for a new 
generation, the Socialist Vocalist is redefining how his 
generation views political art. 

Over the past decade, he has shared the stage with 
artists such Talib Kweli, Mobb Deep, Wu-Tang Clan’s 
Ghostface, and hip-hop royalty KRS-ONE.  He has 
performed at rallies from Parliament Hill (Stop SPP) 
to Queen’s Park (Stop C-51) to Toronto City Hall (May 
Day; Stop Rob Ford) and headlined the 2007-08 
nation-wide “Not in Our Names” tour, which combined 
with his “Such a Long Journey” album, helped to 
raise funds and awareness for US soldiers fighting for 
refuge from militarism.  Mohammad’s unique voice 
and perspective as a bridge between the worlds of 
Hip-Hop music and social activism have afforded him 
the opportunity to speak and facilitate workshops 
at various colleges/universities in Canada, all while 
concurrent touring. 

To his own right, Mohammad created and curated the 
Hip-Hop & Empowerment Conference from 2011-14 
and has been covered/ interviewed by such programs/
outlets as: “The National with Peter Mansbridge” 
(broadcast across Canada), The CBC Nightly News in 
Toronto, “CBC Metro Morning” (Radio broadcasted 
nationally) and “This Magazine”.  
www.socialisthiphop.com
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FILM  PRESENTATION  

Pride
Based on a true story, the film depicts a group of 
lesbian and gay activists who raised money to help 
families affected by the British miners’ strike in 1984, 
at the outset of what would become the Lesbians 
and Gays Support the Miners campaign. The National 
Union of Mineworkers was reluctant to accept the 
group’s support due to the union’s public relations’ 
worries about being openly associated with a gay 
group, so the activists instead decided to take their 
donations directly to Onllwyn, a small mining village 
in Wales, resulting in an alliance between the two 
communities. The alliance was unlike any seen before 
and was ultimately successful.

About the Transgender Day of  
Remembrance  
It occurs annually on November 20th and is a day 
to memorialize those who have been murdered as 
a result of transphobia and to bring attention to the 
continued violence endured by the transgender 
community. 

The Transgender Day of Remembrance was founded 
in 1999 by Gwendolyn Ann Smith, a trans woman who 
is a graphic designer, columnist, and activist, 
to memorialize the murder 
of Rita Hester in Allston, 
Massachusetts. 

Since its inception, Transgender 
Day of Remembrance has been 
held annually on November 
20th and slowly evolved from 
the web-based project started 
by Gwendolyn Ann Smith into an 
international day of action.  

In 2010, Transgender Day of 
Remembrance was observed in over 
185 cities throughout more than 20 
countries.  
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